ST MICHAEL’S NEWSLETTER

Sacramental Programmes
My Dear Friends,
Everything has been affected by the Covid 19 pandemic, not
least in the life of the Church. Normally we would, by now, have
begun the preparation for the First Holy Communion
children and the Young people preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Obviously, that was not possible last autumn and
remains impossible now.
The Bishop has decided to celebrate Confirmation with our
young people in the autumn across the Diocese. The young
people of the Epsom and Redhill Deanery will be confirmed in
November. With that in mind, I think that we should wait to begin
the First Holy Communion programme until the Spring once the
current restrictions are ended (as we are hoping).
Depending on when we can start the programme, we can
arrange for the children to receive their First Holy Communion
during the summer and early autumn. Following the experience
of this summer we will allow each family to choose a suitable
date for their child to receive Our Lord for the first time. We
discovered in 2020 that this way of doing things made for a
much more personal celebration where each child could feel
special.
We are living through a very difficult period, but I hope that in the
very difficult circumstances of the Covid crisis we will still be able
to make the celebration of the Sacraments a wonderful
experience for everyone involved.
With my love and prayers for each of you. Fr Tony
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Second Sunday of the Year – 16th/17th January 2021
6.0pm
8.30am
10.30am

Archbishop Philip Tartaglia RIP
Irene Aniotz RIP
People of the Parish

Mon 18th
9.30am

Weekday
Intentions of Mavis Bazeley

Pax Christi are offering a Peace Sunday Reflection,
on Saturday 16th January, 6pm GMT, when we will gather on
zoom to pray, share and reflect on Pope Francis' message.

Tues 19th Weekday
9.30am
Holy Souls
Wed 20th

NO MASS

Thurs 21st St Agnes
9.30am
DRF of the Dupénois & Slade Families
22nd

Fri
9.30am

Weekday
Intentions of Helen Chadwick

Sat 23rd
10am

Weekday
Bishop Florentin of Cluj RIP

To register www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peace-sunday-2021national-liturgy-ticket
PLEASE NOTE In view of the situation here in Surrey with the
Covid 19 virus I have decided to make some temporary
changes.
This coming weekend I shall celebrate the advertised three
Masses, as it is not possible to inform everyone of the changes
in time. All three Masses will be reduced in length and there will
be no music.
This is in accordance with instructions from the Bishop.
After this weekend until the situation improves I will celebrate
just one Mass on Sunday mornings at 9.30. That Mass and the
weekday Masses will be live-streamed.
The Bishop is keen to assure people that it is perfectly correct to
decide to stay away from Church at a time like this. I have said
earlier this year that the Sunday obligation has never meant that
we have a duty to attend Mass “come what may.” In any case,
as you know, the Bishops have removed the obligation at this
time. We all have a duty to take care of our own health in these
circumstances. Father Tony

Third Sunday of the Year – 23rd/24th January 2021

9.30am

People of the Parish

***Please note changed mass times on Sunday morning***
All Masses are ‘live-streamed’ on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCE16LH34tJGIR3_ytZLYg

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Sureeporn Crosby, Shaun Wallace, Simon Warren,
Mavis Bazeley, Philip MacDonald, Sylvia Crampin,
Margaret McArdle, Mike Morley, Peggy Brogan,
George Stuart Baxter, Sheila Hanks, Sarah Bishop,
Pauline Hooper, Elizabeth Samson,
Fr Alan Sharpe, Bill Danson, Jean Rawlinson, Kay Fry,
Margaret Beeby, Anne Burman, Alfredo Sheffield,
Nina Grant, Barbara Long, Johanna Rainsbury,
Stephen Sullivan, Rachel Fulton and Michael Machese

Please pray for the souls of those whose
anniversaries occur at about this time.
Alex Munguia, Mary Budd, Sheila Rogers,
Canon Francis (Frank) Harrington, Fr Tom Ruane,
Ellen Ann Earl, Marjorie Newman, Barbara Jones,
Theodore David, Mary Aspinall, Christopher Hickson,
Tony Sheehan, Thomas Queally, Peter Howard,
Jean Lane, Mary Turner and
Bishop Florentin of Cluj in Romania and Archbishop Philip
Tartaglia of Glasgow who both died recently of Covid 19.

and all who need our prayers.

May they Rest in Peace
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
Charlie Crimi Turner 5 and Ethan Joseph 9 on Thursday
Joseph El-Dada 13 on Friday
Benjamin Malkerty 3 on Saturday

From today’s 1 Samuel reading:
When Samuel went to sleep in his place,
the Lord came and revealed his presence,
calling out as before, “Samuel, Samuel.”
Reflection:
Samuel did not receive any dramatic notice to be God’s
prophet. Instead, he heard a voice in the middle of the night
that awakened him from sleep and his safe environment -and reset his life.

Prayers requested from Fr Tony:
I would like to ask your prayers for the repose of the soul of
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow who died suddenly on
Wednesday at the age of 70. He was self-isolating after testing
positive for Covid after Christmas. His death was entirely
unexpected.
I would also ask you to remember Bishop Florentin of Cluj in
Romania. I have known him since 1995 on one of my first visits to
Romania after the fall of communism. His death was equally
unexpected at the age of 61. He was also shielding after a
positive test for Covid at the start of January. He suffered a
sudden heart attack on Tuesday afternoon.
May they both rest in peace.

So, we ask ourselves:
Is God calling me, in the midst of my daily routine, to a new
task – large or small – in God’s service?
How is God’s Word stretching me and calling for a
response?
What might that response be?
Christian Unity Week 2021 18-25 Jan. In 2018, the World
Council of Churches asked The Grandchamp Community in
Switzerland to choose a theme and create a project for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021.

Why we have kept the crib in place this year at St Michael’s:
The Bishop reflects: Last weekend saw the Feast of the Lord’s
Baptism and the end of Christmastide.
However, I do encourage you to keep your cribs in place until
2nd February. This sign of the Lord’s birth is a particularly powerful
reminder to us this year of God-with-us – the incarnate Word of
God, Jesus the Lord, who shares our human condition and,
through his death and resurrection brings us salvation.
The 100 Club winners for December 2020 –
Steve Rouse and Liz Kelly

Together they have elaborated a way of prayer based on the
gospel of John: 15: 1-17 with the theme:
Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit

As you can see from the Welcomers Rota below, we are very
thin on the ground for volunteers at the moment.
We completely understand why you may feel unable to come to
Church at the moment but if you are there and can help please
do put yourself forward.

Opportunities for Young Adults and Others
4 Weeks of Guided Prayer - Online Event Sundays at
5:30pm beginning 17th January
 An opportunity to deepen your relationship with God
through prayer.
 Learn new ways of praying, enjoy some input on
prayer, discernment and spirituality.
 Speak with a prayer guide each week for the four weeks.
More information: FCJCentreStHughs@gmail.com

This Week’s Readings
1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19;
Psalm 39;
1 Corinthians 6:13-15. 17-20;
John 1:35-42
You can see these readings at:
https://www.universalis.com/20210117/mass.htm
Parish Communications
Do keep an eye on our Social Media

Online Giving – Coronavirus
When our Church was closed, the Coronavirus affected us
materially as well as spiritually. Bills keep coming, but income
is significantly down.
A good many parishioners give via standing order. If you can
do this, it simplifies the admin and is great for self-distancing!
For more details email smichaelweb@gmail.com
About half the week’s income usually arrives via the
collection baskets so we are missing that.
The Diocese has set up a web page for online giving.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/parishoffertory
The money will come into the Diocese and then be sent to
the parishes accordingly. So, don’t forget to name the
parish, area or priest when donating.

Weekend

16th/17thJan

24thJan
9.30am Sunday
only

Saturday 6:00 pm
W1
L Baldwin
W2
W Buckland
W3
R1
M Anderson

W1
W2
W3
R1

Visit St. Michael’s Parish website
http://www.stmichaelashtead.org.uk/
Face Book Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289562958175720
YouTube Channel (live streaming of Masses)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCE16LH34tJGIR3_ytZLYg/
You can e-mail contributions to the Newsletter to
newsletter@stmichaelashtead.org.uk
to arrive by 9.30am on Friday morning
The Arundel and Brighton Diocesan Trust is a charity - No. 252878

Weekend Masses
Sunday 8:30 am
Rocio Opazo
W1
Santiago
W2
W3
D Gwyther
R1
W1
W2
W3
R1
2

Sunday 10:30 am

G Gruzalski
W Buckland

St Michael's Thursday on-line Worship and Prayer
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus
1Thessalonians 5:16-18).

On-line prayer on a Thursday evening has become a part of our church life at St Michael’s. When we were in the
first lockdown, we also worshipped online at Easter, to celebrate the Assumption and for the Children’s Liturgy.
These occasions were a wonderful opportunity to quite literally see one another and keep a sense of our church
community through shared worship. Bill O Neill and Jeff Pearce worked especially hard to work out the
technicalities of this style of worship and patiently supported those new to the technology. God has created me
to do Him some special service wrote John Henry Newman!
Thursday evening prayer meetings have been a source of comfort and spiritual growth (please God) through the
pandemic. We almost always pray for the current situation and for the sick and the bereaved. We have prayed
every week for an early vaccine and treatments, and for all those suffering as a result of Covid 19. But in general
we meet to share our worship and prayers. We have also grown together by having a variety of parishioners
lead our sessions, sharing their thoughts and concerns about issues close to their hearts. We have learnt about
and prayed for Prisoners, Food Poverty, the work of CAFOD, the crisis in Yemen, Aid to the Church in Need,
Wealth and Faith, and a host of other challenging and inspiring topics. Sometimes we meet to pray the rosary
together, or as last week, share a meditation on the gospel. Last night Ted Le Riche led us in a beautiful Service
of Remembrance.
Please email Alison (smichaeloffice@gmail.com) and she'll add you to the Parish circulation list. Or contact me
directly on k.lynch4@btinternet.com if you’d rather talk about how these meetings work before joining. I’d be
delighted to then talk to you.
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CAFOD World Gifts

World Gifts, CAFOD's range of virtual gifts, make a real difference to families living in poverty
across the world. While we have the coronavirus pandemic and lockdown here, we can still be
good neighbours to our sisters and brothers overseas by giving World Gifts as Christmas presents
to family and friends. The Keep Clean Kit gift for £6 and the Vegetable Garden gift for £10 are just
two gifts that will help vulnerable families affected by the pandemic to protect and feed
themselves. Let’s spread joy and hope around the world this Christmas.
Visit cafod.org.uk/worldgifts.

Celebrate Advent with CAFOD

After a year of uncertainty, we all need the hope, peace and true comfort and joy that the Advent
season can offer. CAFOD has a range of resources and virtual events to help us come together
online to pray, reflect and celebrate as we prepare for the coming of our Lord. Visit
cafod.org.uk/parishes to learn more. This Advent you can help share comfort and
joy with families around the world, like Saba’s. Saba and her three children fled their home in
Myanmar to escape horrific violence and persecution. They were targeted because of their
ethnicity. Thanks to your support last year, Saba was given essential materials to build a shelter –
so finally her children have a safe place to call home.
We can stretch out our hands to people living in poverty and refugees by donating to CAFOD’s
Advent Appeal at cafod.org.uk/advent.
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