ST MICHAEL’S NEWSLETTER

My Dear Friends,
I hope that you are all surviving the 2nd Lockdown so far.
I have mentioned before the need to make time for prayer during
these increasingly dark November days. Prayer is important, first
and foremost in our relationship with God. If we really believe that
at the end of our lives we shall meet the Lord, then nothing is more
important now than to get to know Him. Jesus, God made man, is
our way to God. In Jesus we see God in all his love and
compassion. Prayer is not primarily asking for things. Prayer is an
essential building block in our developing relationship with God. As
we pray, we come to know God as a loving Father, and slowly we
learn to trust him.
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People sometimes say that they are “too busy” to find time for
prayer. If you really are “too busy”, then you are indeed too busy,
and you absolutely need to think about your priorities. Can it really
be true that in the course of your busy day at work and at home that
you cannot carve out ten or even five minutes for God? What could
you change in order to find those precious minutes for God?
Make up your mind to give God some of your precious time. He
invites you to make time for Him. Ask God to help you to find time
for Him each day.
If you are sincere in your asking, He will not let you down.
With my love and prayers
Fr. Tony
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On Thursday afternoon at 3 pm we will livestream a time of
prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament. The service will last
for about 30 or 40 minutes. It will include readings from
Scripture, music, and a time for silent prayer. It will be available
as live at 3pm and subsequently as recording on our Parish
account with YouTube (St Michael’s Ashtead)
Contact Fr Tony directly on 01372 270842 if you would like the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

RIP

Live Streaming We are very pleased to announce that we are
again able to live stream Masses via our YouTube Channel.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCE16LH34tJGIR3_yt
ZLYg

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Sun 22nd November – The Feast of Christ the King
9.30am

Bereavement Mass – Saturday 14th November, 10am
Our annual Bereavement Mass will now not be a public Mass but Fr Tony will still say the Mass and it will be live streamed.
See above.

Mass

The camera icon indicates that the mass will be
‘live-streamed’ on St. Michael’s YouTube Channel.

Coronavirus Update
There will be no public Masses until National Lockdown
ends, but the church will remain open for private prayer
during daylight hours.
Fr Tony will still be saying Mass in private and all your booked
Mass intentions will be met. So keep sending in your Mass
requests as they will still be offered for your intentions
Face Coverings are now mandatory in Places of Worship.
All those who are attending churches even for private prayer
must wear a face covering unless they are exempt from
doing so.
We have removed the recent attachments – ‘Welcome back’ –
detailing seating plans and ‘How to use QR codes’. These can
now be found on the parish website at –
https://www.stmichaelashtead.org.uk/Corona.php

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Guy Bailey, Vivianne Cassar, Shaun Wallace,
Simon Warren, Mavis Bazeley, Philip MacDonald,
Sylvia Crampin, Clare Derry, Margaret McArdle,
Mike Morley, Peggy Brogan, George Stuart Baxter,
Bart Gruzalski, Sheila Hanks, Sarah Bishop,
Michael Roche, Pauline Hooper, Elizabeth Samson,
Fr Alan Sharpe, Bill Danson, Jean Rawlinson, Kay Fry,
Margaret Beeby, Anne Burman, Alfredo Sheffield,
Nina Grant, Barbara Long, Johanna Rainsbury,
Stephen Sullivan, Rachel Fulton and Michael Machese

and all who need our prayers.
Please pray for the souls of those whose anniversaries
occur at about this time.
John Willsher, Antoni Suwalski, Kenneth Haynes,
Margaret Campbell, Dorothy Jones, Eileen Ferguson,
Sr Catherine, Alice McCarthy, Janina Loren,
John and Constance King, Howard Parker,
Marian Quintin Childs, Bryan Sheehan and
Emily Scarborough, who died recently

Would you be interested in joining the Governing Board at
St Peter's Catholic Primary School as a foundation
governor? A Foundation governor is responsible for making
sure the school provides a good quality education for all pupils,
raising educational standards in school. They promote effective
ways of teaching and learning when setting school aims and
policies whilst preserving and developing the Catholic ethos of
the school. It is a highly rewarding role and if you are
interested please contact the Co-Chairman, Ian Page, at
ian.page@stpeters-leatherhead.surrey.sch.uk

May they Rest in Peace
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From today’s Gospel reading:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
Jacob Hough 13 and Leo S 9 on Monday
Hensen De Souza Bridges 7 and Anna Brock 7 on Wednesday
Aidan Fair 10, Elsie Sayers 5 and Imogen Dyer 10 on Thursday
Jessica Ribet 10 on Friday
Yunika sky Berana 4on Saturday

Jesus told this parable to his disciples:
“A man was going on a journey. He called in his servants
and handed his funds over to them according to each
person’s abilities.....
After a long absence, the master of those servants came
home and settled accounts with them.

St Peter’s school applications for September 2021.
Due to the national lockdown in November please could you wait
and send your forms into the Parish Office for Fr Tony to sign in
December.

”Reflection:
Discipleship isn’t a holding back for fear of making a mistake,
or looking like a fool. Judging from today’s parable, it requires
a spirit of risk and boldness, sometimes in big matters, but
mostly in small daily occurrences. Whatever the “risky
business” we use in our service of the Lord, we are
encouraged in today’s parable by a Master who trusts his
servants to “give it a try” – so that when he returns we will
hear him call us “good and faithful servants.”

Telephone support for the bereaved.
If you have been recently bereaved and you’d like to talk to
someone but aren’t able to do so or don’t want to leave the house,
we have members of our bereavement team who are able to offer
you telephone support. If you would like to talk to someone then
please contact the Parish office by
email smichaeloffice@gmail.com let us know your telephone
number and a good time to ring and one of the bereavement team
will get back to you as soon as possible.

So, we ask ourselves:
Do I treat my faith as something fragile, keeping it close and
protected as if it will break if brought out into the open?
In my daily life, how venturesome before others am I with my
faith?

Men’s Breakfast – takes to the Internet again on Saturday 21st
November at 9.30 am with Zoom.
Our speaker this month is Rev. Nico Ohlsson from St. George’s,
talking about Communities transformed by Faith.
With coffee and bacon sandwiches – but only if you provide them
yourself!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81462023857
Meeting ID: 814 6202 3857

Thursday Evening Prayer 7pm on-line – Do join us
During lockdown, Thursday evening prayer has become an
important part of worship at St. Michael’s.
So we have asked Karen and Emma to talk about it for the
newsletter. If you would like to learn more, see the
attachment on page 3 or contact Karen directly on
k.lynch4@btinternet.com

This Week’s Readings
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31,
Psalm 127:1-5 r.1
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6,
Matthew 25:14-30
You can see these readings at:
https://www.universalis.com/20201115/mass.htm

The Finance team met in mid-October and you will be
delighted to learn that the books for the year so far, have
balanced. There are two major reasons for this:
•
reduced overheads because the church was closed.
•
the government furlough scheme
Part of our income comes from the offertory plates. When the
church was closed, this source vanished. It was replaced in
part by Just Giving online (see below), as well as some
generous cheques. Our mainstay was continuing and new
standing orders. As you know, another lockdown has started,
including churches. If you currently do not have standing
order, please think about starting one. The amount should be
no more than your normal monthly contribution.
Should you wish to find out more about this or how to start a
Standing Order, please email Charles Vosser:
charlesvosser@yahoo.co.uk. He will forward the details of St
Michael’s account, for you to set things up. If you are a
taxpayer, please think seriously about Gift Aiding your
Standing Order. This means we can claim 25p for every £
from the Inland Revenue. He can email a Gift Aid form to you.
Hopefully, the lockdown will be lifted at the beginning of
December. Many thanks to all of you for your continuing
support in what has been a difficult year for most people.
Kind regards, Tom Dore, Chair of Finance

Besom is recruiting volunteers to create Christmas Hampers for
single people or families in need, both elderly and young. See
flyer on page 7 of this newsletter.

All WELCOMERS and STEWARDS are warmly invited to
join a Digital Forum on Thursday 19th November at
7.00pm.
We will explore the successes and challenges you have
experienced in your roles during the pandemic, as well as
celebrating all that you do!
Please email the Inclusion Adviser
at margaret.fraher@abdiocese.org.uk if you wish to be
involved, so a link to join the Forum can be sent to you.
The Christmas Trumpet – It would be really good if we were
able to put together a Christmas Trumpet. We haven’t been able
to do or report on our usual events this year but nonetheless I
know there have been other activities, stories, poems, anecdotes
etc that you would still like to share. If you do have
something, send it to me by email smichaeloffice@gmail.com or
post it in the Parish Office post box by the first week in
December. Many thanks, Alison

Online Giving – Coronavirus
When our Church was closed, the Coronavirus affected us
materially as well as spiritually. Bills keep coming, but income
is significantly down.
A good many parishioners give via standing order. If you can
do this, it simplifies the admin and is great for self-distancing!
For more details email smichaelweb@gmail.com
About half the week’s income usually arrives via the
collection baskets so we are missing that. The Diocese has
set up a web page for online giving.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/parishoffertory
The money will come into the Diocese and then be sent to
the parishes accordingly. So don’t forget to name the
parish, area or priest when donating.
For more info, contact Laura Maydew-Gale E:
comunications@abdiocese.org.uk T: 07552 249 829

Parish Communications Do keep an eye on our Social Media
Visit St. Michael’s Parish website
http://www.stmichaelashtead.org.uk/
Face Book Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289562958175720
YouTube Channel (live streaming of Masses)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoCE16LH34tJGIR3_ytZLYg/

You can e-mail contributions to the Newsletter to
newsletter@stmichaelashtead.org.uk
to arrive by 9.30am on Friday morning
The Arundel and Brighton Diocesan Trust is a charity - No. 252878
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St Michael's Thursday on-line Worship and Prayer
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus
1Thessalonians 5:16-18).

On-line prayer on a Thursday evening has become a part of our church life at St Michael’s. When we were in the
first lockdown, we also worshipped online at Easter, to celebrate the Assumption and for the Children’s Liturgy.
These occasions were a wonderful opportunity to quite literally see one another and keep a sense of our church
community through shared worship. Bill O Neill and Jeff Pearce worked especially hard to work out the
technicalities of this style of worship and patiently supported those new to the technology. God has created me
to do Him some special service wrote John Henry Newman!
Thursday evening prayer meetings have been a source of comfort and spiritual growth (please God) through the
pandemic. We almost always pray for the current situation and for the sick and the bereaved. We have prayed
every week for an early vaccine and treatments, and for all those suffering as a result of Covid 19. But in general
we meet to share our worship and prayers. We have also grown together by having a variety of parishioners
lead our sessions, sharing their thoughts and concerns about issues close to their hearts. We have learnt about
and prayed for Prisoners, Food Poverty, the work of CAFOD, the crisis in Yemen, Aid to the Church in Need,
Wealth and Faith, and a host of other challenging and inspiring topics. Sometimes we meet to pray the rosary
together, or as last week, share a meditation on the gospel. Last night Ted Le Riche led us in a beautiful Service
of Remembrance.
During December the Thursday group is to turn into one big Advent Group. Why not think about joining us if you
haven’t before? If you’d like to receive the electronic link to join in, please email Alison
(smichaeloffice@gmail.com) and she'll add you to the Parish circulation list. Or contact me directly on
k.lynch4@btinternet.com if you’d rather talk about how these meetings work before joining. I’d be delighted to
then talk to you.
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St Michael’s Catholic Church
The Marld, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 1RS

PHOTOGRAPHS and LIVE STREAMING CONSENT FORM
I am aware that some Masses and other celebrations in St Michael’s Church,
Ashtead will be live streamed and may be recorded and I consent to my image or
my child’s image appearing.

I also consent to a photograph/still image in which I appear being published on (a)
The Parish Website, (b) The Parish Magazine, (c) The A & B News (the Diocesan
Newspaper) (d) local press or (e) Parish Social Media
Full Name……………………………….
Signature………………………………..

Parental Consent
Full Name ………………………………
Relationship with child ……………….
Signature…………………
Date…………………………………
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